
Feature IRON EDTA (Slugger®) Metaldehyde

Active ingredient Iron EDTA Metaldehyde

Mode of action Iron-based molluscicide; ingestion disrupts slug physiology and causes feeding cessation

Metaldehyde causes rapid

physiological disruption

following ingestion

Water resistance Excellent Variable

Efficacy Tested in commercial setting with high slug loading Label claim

Colour Blue – enhances visibility to indicate when repeat application is necessary
Often rust coloured –

difficult to assess
remaining levels of bait

Pet & Livestock safety Lower toxicity profile than metaldehyde, but ingestion should still be prevented Toxic to pets & livestock

Withholding period NO YES

Organic Use May be permitted (subject to organic standard and product approval) Generally not permitted

IRON EDTA
(Slugger®) Metaldehyde

UK No restriction Banned for 
outdoor use

EU No restriction Highly regulated

ORGANIC
USE

YES (subject to
certification rules) NO

Slugger® Slug 

& Snail Bait Pellets

IRON EDTA
(Slugger®) Metaldehyde

Acute toxicity – inhalation (Cat 4) NO YES

Specific target organ toxicity (Cat 2) NO YES

Reproductive toxicity (Cat 2) NO YES

Aquatic environment (Chronic Cat 3) NO YES

Toxic to terrestrial vertebrates NO YES

0800 674 6627contact@orionagriscience.co.nz

Contact us for more information

Why choose Slugger®?

NEW

✓  Proven efficacy for commercial conditions

✓  No withholding period

✓  Reliable performance even when wet

✓  Suitable for organic production  (Subject to certification rules)

✓  Lower hazard profile than Metaldehyde

A safer, smarter choice for

sustainable crop protection

Active ingredient: Iron EDTA

SCAN FOR
TECHNICAL
SHEETS

Available in 20kg
& 125kg packs

Slugger® vs Metaldehyde Baits

Toxicity comparisonApproved use 

tel:0800-674-6627
https://www.orionagriscience.co.nz/how-can-we-help

